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Open Letter Regarding Systematic Executions and Escalation of Atrocity Crimes in Iran
18 May 2026

H.E. Anténio Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations
United Nations Headquarters

New York, NY 10017, USA

Your Excellency,

We write to express grave concern over the accelerating use of the death penalty in Iran as an instrument
of political repression. Since the outbreak of regional hostilities on 28 February 2026, the Iranian
authorities have exploited heightened instability to intensify a coordinated campaign of mass arrests,
torture, and state sanctioned killing, in flagrant breach of international human rights law, and have
simultaneously cut off internet access for the general population.

The scale of executions has reached levels not seen in nearly four decades. Of particular concern is the
targeted execution of political prisoners and protesters. Since 19 March 2026, dozens have been
arbitrarily executed following proceedings that manifestly fail to meet even minimal standards of due
process. Many were convicted under vaguely defined “national security” charges. At least eight political
prisoners have been executed solely due to affiliation with the People’s Mojahedin Organisation of Iran
(PMOI or MEK), while at least 11 others currently face execution on similar grounds. Others have been
put to death for taking part in protests on charges such as baghi (“armed rebellion”) after summary trials.

Senior officials have openly incited this climate of repression. As documented by the Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Iran (A/HRC/61/60, 11 March 2026), the Prosecutor General
declared that all protesters had committed moharebeh (“enmity against God”), a capital offence, while
the Head of the Judiciary instructed judges to show “no mercy” in protest-related cases. The FFMI has
estimated that more than 50,000 protesters have been arrested.

This wave of executions cannot be separated from Iran’s long-standing culture of impunity, rooted in the
1988 massacre, during which some 30,000 political prisoners were extrajudicially executed or forcibly
disappeared. The UN Special Rapporteur on Iran concluded in 2024 that these crimes constitute ongoing
crimes against humanity and genocide.

We announce our solidarity with the ‘No to Executions’ campaign in Iran’s prisons and with the ‘No to
Rule of Executioners, Yes to a Democratic Republic in Iran’ campaign.

In light of the urgency of the situation, we ask that you call on Iran to halt executions, immediately and
unconditionally release all political prisoners, and restore access to the internet. We urge UN Member
States to heed the recommendations contained in the Special Rapporteur’s 2024 Atrocity Crimes report
in establishing an international accountability mechanism to enable effective investigations into crimes
under international law and using universal jurisdiction to hold perpetrators accountable, as well as to
condition diplomatic and economic engagement with Iran on a verifiable halt to executions and
measurable human rights improvements.

Silence in the face of these atrocities only reinforces impunity. We look to your leadership to ensure that
the United Nations acts decisively to prevent further loss of life.

Yours sincerely,

Justice for the Victims of the 1988 Massacre in Iran
W: www.iran1988.org | T: +44 (0) 208 123 6200 | E: info@iran1988.org


https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde13/0883/2026/en/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/iran/20240717-SR-Iran-Findings.pdf
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5. Mogens Lykketoft - Former President of the UN General Assembly
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24. Irmgard Griss - Former President of the Supreme Court of Austria
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27. Laurence Burgorgue-Larsen - Former President of the Constitutional Court of Andorra

28. Jan Pronk - Former UN Assistant Secretary-General

29. Jens Modvig - Former Chair, UN Committee Against Torture (CAT)
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José Luis da Cruz Vilaga - Former President of the Court of First Instance of the European
Communities

Oscar Arias Sanchez - Former President, Costa Rica; Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
Mantas Adomenas - Secretary General, Community of Democracies

Pierre Sané - Former Secretary General, Amnesty International

Stephanie Wolfe - President of the International Association of Genocide Scholars
Patrick Kennedy - Former Member of the US House of Representatives

Liv Tarres - Former Executive Director of the Nobel Peace Center

Michael Cooper - Executive Director, American Society of International Law
James Goldston - Executive Director, Open Society Justice Initiative

Erkki Tuomioja - Former Foreign Minister of Finland
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Elisabeth Rasmusson - Former Secretary General of Norwegian Refugee Council
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Gerald Staberock - Secretary General, World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)

Wolfgang Schomburg - Former Judge, International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia
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Monika Ptatek - UN Expert, OHCHR Examination of the Human Rights Situation in Belarus
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Christian Tomuschat - Former Chairman of the UN International Law Commission
Claudio Grossman - President, Inter-American Institute of Human Rights

Manfred Nowak - Secretary General of the Global Campus of Human Rights

Alex Neve - Former Secretary General, Amnesty International Canada
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Richard Wilson - Professor and Co-Director, Human Rights Initiative, Princeton University

Betsy Popken - Executive Director, Human Rights Center, University of California, Berkeley
School of Law
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William Schulz - Former Executive Director, Amnesty International USA
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Rachel VanLandingham - Lt Col, USAF (ret.); Irwin R. Buchalter Professor of Law, Southwestern
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Madeleine Rees - Former Secretary General of the Women's International League for Peace and
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99. Joanna Cherry - Former Chair of UK Parliament Joint Committee on Human Rights
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103. Jennifer Rasmussen - Executive Director, Center for Justice and Accountability (CJA)

104. Ingrid Betancourt - Former Member of the Senate of Colombia

105. Howard Morrison - Former President of the Appeals Division of the International Criminal Court
106. Abbé Jolles - International Human Rights Litigator

107. Abraham Cooper - Former Chair, U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom

108. Achille Campagna - Member of the List of Counsel for the International Criminal Court

109. Adil Haque - Distinguished Professor of Law, Rutgers Law School

110. Alastair Logan - Chair, Solicitors International Human Rights Group

111. Alastair McEwin - Former Disability Discrimination Commissioner of Australia

112. Alda Facio - Former Chair-Rapporteur of the UN Working Group on Discrimination Against
Women and Girls

113. Alec von Graffenried - Former Mayor of Bern

114. Alexander Motyl - Professor of Political Science, Rutgers University

115. Alexandro Alvarez - Former UN Expert, Group of Human Rights Experts on Nicaragua
116. Alia Brahimi - Senior Fellow, Atlantic Council
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New Zealand
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176. Francisca Pou Giménez - Professor of Constitutional Law, UNAM
177. Francgois Audet - Director of the Montreal Institute of International Studies (IEIM)

178. Frank Chalk - Founding Co-director, The Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights
Studies, Concordia University

179. Franklin Dehousse - Former Judge, General Court of the European Union

180. Frédéric Mégret - Professor and Hans & Tamar Oppenheimer Chair in Public International Law,
Faculty of Law, McGill University

181. Frederik Harhoff - Former Judge, International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
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e UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, H.E. Volker Turk
e President of the UN General Assembly, H.E. Annalena Baerbock
e President of the UN Human Rights Council, H.E. Sidharto Reza Suryodipuro
e Member and Observer States of the UN Human Rights Council
e President of the European Council, H.E. Anténio Costa
o UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Iran, Dr Mai Sato
e Chair and Members of the Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on Iran

e Otherrelevant UN Special Procedures



